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A DAY AT THE LAKE 
by Terese Todd 

The day s t a r t e d q u i e t l y . At 8 the sun had not yet 
r i s e n above the t a l l f i r s on the east s i d e of the lake 
so that the e n t i r e l a k e was s t i l l i n the shade. Hearing 
the c r i e s of ospreys I went down to the 
wharf to watch them dive f o r t r o u t . A 
t h i n v e i l of mist d r i f t e d c l o s e to the 
surface of the water and a s t a r t l e d 
k i n g f i s h e r l e f t i t s perch nearby and 
flew, i n i t s undulating way, c h a t t e r 
i n g l o u d l y , to a dead branch on the 
f a r s i d e of the lak e . 

Through my bi n o c u l a r s I loc a t e d 
an osprey on the top of a scrub pine 
on the north shore. I t looked l i k e a 
candle on a Christmas t r e e , the white 
of i t s head, body and legs standing 
out p l a i n l y , the dark f o l d e d wings blending with the f i r 
f o r e s t behind i t . I stood there e x p e c t a n t l y , watching the 
cobra l i k e undulations of i t s head (a t y p i c a l a c t i o n of 
t h i s b i r d ) but i t d i d not d i v e . I t c a l l e d s e v e r a l times 
to an answering b i r d somewhere west of the l a k e . I t was 
c o l d i n my ni g h t a t t i r e so I soon came back to the house. 

Sometime a f t e r 6 that afternoon I went to the lake 
again. I rowed out i n t o the middle and d r i f t e d q u i e t l y 
as the sun went down behind the trees to the west. The 
osprey was there again and t h i s time I was lucky f o r , 
as I watched, i t swooped c l o s e to the water s e v e r a l 
times and went i n t o the water w i t h a n o i s y splash three 
times, r e t u r n i n g a f t e r each attempt to a new vantage 
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p o i n t . On i t s f o u r t h attempt i t remained i n the water 
f o r a few seconds w i t h i t s wings outspread before f l y 
i n g up w i t h a squirming t r o u t i n i t s t a l o n s . The b i r d 
c i r c l e d the l a k e , holding the tr o u t p a r a l l e l to i t s 
body, and as I turned to f o l l o w i t s f l i g h t I heard 
p i e r c i n g s h r i e k s from somewhere behind me. 

My cat had come down to the lake w i t h me and I 
guessed, i n s t a n t l y , that she had encountered a mink. 
The s h r i e k s continued as I rowed r a p i d l y towards t h e i r 
source. They g r a d u a l l y lessened to p l a i n t i v e whimper
ings and as I came c l o s e to shore I could hear the sound 
of an animal breathing. The cat walked slowly out on to 
the rocks from under a low branched cedar and I peered 
more c l o s e l y along the shore from where she had emerged, 
expecting to f i n d the mink dying i n the reeds. Not so, 
however, f o r my cat came back towards the beach and the 
s h r i e k i n g and h i s s i n g s t a r t e d up again. F i n a l l y I saw 
something moving back and f o r t h under a l a r g e rock and, 
as i t emerged s l i g h t l y , I could see the mink's head, 
unbloodied and i n t a c t . 

I w i l l never know whether my cat hurt i t or not, 
but only hope that she d i d not. 

COLOURFUL BIRDS - WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Both Ron S a t t e r f i e l d and Ben Reece couldn't be 
blamed f o r t h i n k i n g t h e i r eyes were p l a y i n g t r i c k s on 
them. What they'd seen was a Canada Goose a l r i g h t ; 
but a Canada Goose wearing a yel l o w necktie? 

Ron saw i t f i r s t — at Esquimalt Lagoon on 
November 29 — then, j u s t to prove that Ron wasn't 
seeing t h i n g s , Ben saw i t again on December 4 — at 
C h r i s t i e P o i n t . And both observers report that the 
yellow n e c k t i e c a r r i e d the c r y p t i c message X04. 

A check w i t h Ray H a l l i d a y of the P r o v i n c i a l W i l d 
l i f e Branch produced the inf o r m a t i o n that the b i r d was 
c e r t a i n l y not one of the Nimkish geese, l a s t banded i n 
1973; they sported red n e c k t i e s . Nor was i t one of the 
Fraser D e l t a geese being encouraged to r e - c o l o n i z e 
h i s t o r i c n e s t i n g grounds i n the D e l t a ; they have ye l l o w 
n e c k t i e s a l r i g h t but t h e i r z i p codes are e i t h e r s e r i e s 
A or s e r i e s B. 
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So, i f i t i s n ' t one of these then what i s i t ? 
Ray's checking but he t h i n k s i t could be one of 

se v e r a l Dusky Canada Geese that were tagged up on the 
Copper R i v e r i n the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s ; or one of 
those rare Canada Geese that nest on one or two sm a l l 
i s l a n d s i n the A l e u t i a n s and winter i n C a l i f o r n i a . 

The U.S. F i s h and W i l d l i f e Service began a study 
of the A l e u t i a n s t h i s summer, a study which included 
tagging, but u n t i l Ron and Ben's s i g h t i n g s have gone 
through the m i l l w e ' l l j u s t have to wait and see. 

In the meantime, keep your eyes open f o r Canada 
Goose n e c k t i e p a r t i e s . 

SOME WORDS OF ADVICE 
by Reita Sparling 

Advice to the l o v e - l o r n ? Not n e c e s s a r i l y ; but 
c e r t a i n l y to the t r a v e l l i n g b i r d e r . 

I f you contemplate a t r i p south t h i s w i n t e r , on 
the t r a i l of new b i r d s , a few pages from our notebook 
might help you to avoid some of the disappointments 
and p i t f a l l s that are bound to crop up as you t r a v e l . 

F i r s t , of course, are those obvious e s s e n t i a l s so 
often f o r g o t t e n among a l l the other d e t a i l s of prepar
ing f o r a t r i p ; things l i k e b i n o c u l a r s , telescopes and 
b i r d books. We t r a v e l l e d l i g h t and took only two b i r d 
books — Peterson's " F i e l d Guide to the Western B i r d s " 
and Robins, Bruun and Zim's "B i r d s of North America." 
I f you're heading southeast, y o u ' l l need the eastern 
v e r s i o n of Peterson. 

Another important item i s , s a d l y , a car; c i t y 
s t r e e t s and bus routes are of t e n a l l too barren f o r 
the a v i d b i r d e r . 

We a l s o took out a membership i n the American B i r d 
A s s o c i a t i o n which e n t i t l e d us to a bi-monthly magazine 
i n which could be found the names of people w i l l i n g to 
give guidance and advice about the b i r d s of t h e i r area. 
This was very u s e f u l to us e s p e c i a l l y at Santa Rosa, 
C a l i f o r n i a , and N a s h v i l l e , Tennessee. 
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In Santa Rosa, a r e t i r e d teacher took us out f o r 
a morning and showed us the Black Phoebe, W h i t e - t a i l e d 
K i t e s and Black V u l t u r e s . He could not go w i t h us the 
next day f o r a very i n t e r e s t i n g reason; he was to 
accompany two f r i e n d s on a t r i p to an i s l a n d o f f the 
coast where seven kinds of warblers were stranded — 
one of which should have been i n Massachusetts. He 
b e l i e v e d they had somehow become d i s o r i e n t e d and con
tinued f l y i n g west u n t i l they met the sea and had to 
take refuge on the i s l a n d . 

While at Santa Rosa we a l s o contacted the l o c a l 
Audubon Society and through them were able to see two 
Great Horned Owls and T r i - c o l o r e d Redwings. The l a t t e r 
had such a p r e c i s e "address" — s i x very s p e c i f i c trees 
— that we could never have found them without h e l p . 

L a t e r , on an Audubon 
f i e l d t r i p near Tombstone, 
Ar i z o n a , we got a " l i f e r " , 
a Lawrence's G o l d f i n c h . So 
i t pays to contact l o c a l 
b i r d i n g groups. 

Experience from a 
previous t r i p took us 
back to Majuska Canyon 
near Los Angeles where we again saw Phainopeplas and a 
Ringed T u r t l e Dove. These doves have become f e r a l i n 
Los Angeles and are now beginning to spread f a r t h e r 
a f i e l d . Some t h i n k these b i r d s do not belong on the 
b i r d e r ' s l i s t but, i f that i s the case, then does the 
House Sparrow or Myna, and many others. 

At Salton Sea we made use of another kind of 
contact — the l o c a l warden. There i s o f t e n an 
o r n i t h o l o g i s t i n any group of wardens and at Salton 
Sea we found a r e a l gem — he t o l d us where to f i n d 
seven Fulvous Tree Ducks. 

He a l s o t o l d us, i n r e p l y to my comment that i t 
was a p i t y coots could not be used as food when there 
were so many of them, that the wardens d i d have a good 
re c i p e and that each year, on D e s t r u c t i o n Day, when a 
thousand coots are k i l l e d , he checked a l l the bodies. 
I must say that even a thousand are not missed. 
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Near I n d i o , C a l i f o r n i a , we were able to contact a 
woman at the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a Research S t a t i o n , 
who d i r e c t e d us to Gambel's Q u a i l and Verdins. Verdins 
are smart; they make good nests and l i v e i n them a l l 
year, not j u s t when r a i s i n g young. 

The next contact, probably the most u s e f u l of a l l , 
was f r i e n d s . Friends at Tucson took us to see Cassin's 
Sparrow and Painted Buntings. They a l s o took us to the 
stockyards to see Bronze-headed Cowbirds; how many peopl 
would t h i n k of stockyards as a place to look f o r new 
b i r d s ? And they d i r e c t e d us to M i l e High Resort — a 
s p e c i a l spot f o r hummingbirds — and to Used Elephant 
Ranch, so named because of e l e p h a n t - l i k e , f o s s i l bones 
found there. 

F i n a l l y , we reached B r o w n s v i l l e , Texas, from where 
we had access to three United States N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e 
Refuges. I t was from there that we went to see the 
Whooping Cranes. 

F o l l o w i n g the migrating b i r d s north took us to 
Rockport and High I s l a n d , Texas, and e v e n t u a l l y to 
Point Pelee, Ontario. P o i n t Pelee i s planned f o r 
b i r d e r s more than most places but there too, f r i e n d s 
were a great help. 

Peelee u s u a l l y produces warblers; i t d i d f o r us! 
And water b i r d s too. But, a l a s , i t was r e a l l y not the 
best season they had known at Peelee; too few b i r d s 
had crossed Lake E r i e at that time. 

By the time we reached the p r a i r i e s the m i g r a t i o n 
was over. We saw s u r p r i z i n g l y few b i r d s there even i n 
pleasant gardens and around homes. A woman once s a i d 
to me " I never get time to go to the woods to see b i r d s " 
She could have enjoyed them j u s t as w e l l i n her own back 
yard. 

E a r l y morning i s u s u a l l y the best time to see and 
hear b i r d s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t r e e b i r d s . Noon i s s i e s t a 
time. Having stocked-up i n the morning, they can now 
r e s t before having to feed again f o r the n i g h t . But, 
f o r t r a v e l l e r s , you have to take whatever time you can 
get. 



74 

And lu c k , too, i s important. At one sanctuary 
the warden was away but h i s w i f e thought we might be 
i n t e r e s t e d i n one b i r d that had never been seen there 
before — a V e r m i l l i o n F l y c a t c h e r . A case of being 
i n the r i g h t place at the r i g h t time. J u s t p l a i n 
good l u c k ! 

And Good Luck to you too. 

THE STORY OF A DIPPER 
by A.R. Davidson 

When a lady from Montreal a r r i v e s i n V i c t o r i a with 
two s p e c i a l b i r d s on her wanted l i s t — Skylarks and 
Dippers — something has to be done. She was a guest 
of our members, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Robinson, and t h i s 
was her l a s t day before r e t u r n i n g home, so we s t a r t e d 
out on the morning of September 19, a day of c l e a r 
s k i e s , warm and no wind. 

The Skylark wasn't too d i f f i c u l t to f i n d on the 
U n i v e r s i t y grounds, but the Dipper was another matter. 
We thought the Goldstream was our best hope, though at 
t h i s time of year, about a month before the salmon run, 
the chances were not too b r i g h t . We followed the r i v e r 
bed almost down to the water meadows when we heard a 
song none of us could recognize, though we were a l l 
o l d time b i r d e r s . I t seemed to come from the top of 
some high a l d e r t r e e s , but, though we gazed skyward 
f o r a long time, we saw no bird.. F i n a l l y our guest 
lowered her b i n o c u l a r s and glanced at the stream, and 
there, almost at our f e e t , was a dipper, s i n g i n g h i s 
strange song, l o o k i n g at h i s audience of four abashed 
b i r d e r s , and b l i n k i n g h i s upside down wink. Her wish 
had come t r u e . She could h a r d l y b e l i e v e i t ; but there 
he was and there he stayed f o r h a l f an hour, s i n g i n g 
most of the time; at i n t e r v a l s wading i n t o and some
times under the water when he would make a sudden 
dash using wings and f e e t and coming up w i t h something 
that might have been a caddis worm. He paid no a t t e n 
t i o n to the many coho f r y which were swarming i n the 
water. 

We w i l l always remember that h a l f an hour w i t h a 
dipper at Goldstream. 

BIRD 
REPORTS 
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by JACK WILLIAMS 

RED-THROATED LOON - Nov. 3, I s . View Beach, 1, JW & DW; 
Nov. 8, Taylor Beach, 1, LGR; Nov. 16, Esq. Harbour, 1, 
HD. 
EARED GREBE - Nov. 1, Royal Roads, 1, VG; Nov. 21, Pat. 

Bay, 5, M & VG; Nov. 22, Pat. Bay, 2, RS, VG 
PIED-BILLED GREBE - Nov. 9, Esq. Lagoon, 11, RS. 
CATTLE EGRET - Nov. 23, Sassenos, 1, AW. 
WHISTLING SWAN - Nov. 2, Sidney, 18, JW. 
TRUMPETER SWAN - Nov. 20, Upper T h e t i s L., (3 ad.), MM. 

Nov. 24, Sooke R i v e r , (2 ad.), M & VG. 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE - Nov. 5, Panama F l . , 1, w i t h 36 Can. 

RS. 
BLACK BRANT - Nov. 24, Nr. Otte r P t . , 4, M & VG. 
EUROPEAN WIGEON - Nov. 9, Panama F l . , 1, LGR; Nov. 13, 
Roberts Bay, (2m, I f ) JW; Nov. 21, Ascot Pond, (1m) RS; 
Nov. 27, Roberts P o i n t , (lm, I f ) JW & DW. 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Eurasian) - Nov. 15, Ascot Pond, (lm) 

VG, RS. 
WOOD DUCK - Nov. 18, Quick's Bottom, (lm) TG. 
REDHEAD - Nov. 10, N. Cowichan Ponds, (1 p r . ) , LGR, M & VG 

Nov. 11, N. Cowichan Ponds, (3m, I f ) , VG, RS. 
RING-NECKED DUCK - Nov. 18, Quick's 

Bottom, (3m, 3 f ) , TG. 
GREATER SCAUP - Nov. 21, Bazan Bay area, 

(3000), JW. 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE - Nov. 29, I s . V i e w ^ j 

Beach, 1, EC. 
RUDDY DUCK - Nov. 21, Bazan Bay, 37, 

JW. 
HOODED MERGANSER - Nov. 2, Beacon 

H i l l Pk., 4, JG. 
COMMON MERGANSER - Nov. 25, Peddar 

Bay, (13m, lOOf), 
LGR. 

TURKEY VULTURE - Nov. 9, Witty's Lag.^ 
1, JF; Nov. 19, 
M a r t i n d a l e , 1, JW & DW. 
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GOSHAWK - Nov. 5, Munn Rd. & Woodridge, (1 imm.), VG. 
COOPER'S HAWK - Nov. 8, Oak Bay G.C., (1 ad.), RS. 
GOLDEN EAGLE - Nov. 3, Panama F l . , (1 imm.), RS. 
MARSH HAWK - Nov. 18, Cowichan Bay, (lm), VG. 
PEREGRINE FALCON - Nov. 5, Oak Bay G.C., 1, RF. 
MERLIN - Nov. 27, Beacon H i l l Pk., 1, RS. 
AMERICAN KESTREL - Nov. 17, M i l l s Rd., 1, JW; Nov. 24, 
Dieppe Rd., 1, NF; Nov. 29, Galaran Rd., 1, JW. 
SANDHILL CRANE - Nov. 9, M a r t i n d a l e , 1, MS. 
KILLDEER - Nov. 17, Munro Rd., 20, JW; Nov. 29, Sanscha 

B a l l Park, 14, JW. 
GOLDEN PLOVER - Nov. 9, Esq. Lagoon, 1, RS. 
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER - Nov. 24, I s . View & Lochside, 27, 

JW. 
LONG-BILLED CURLEW - Nov. 5, Oak Bay G.C., 1, RF. 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS - Nov. 8, Roberts Bay, 12, JW. 
LEAST SANDPIPER - Nov. 29, Cordova S p i t , 4, MS. 
DUNLIN - Nov. 24, I s . View & Lochside, 110, JW. 
SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER - Nov. 5, Ma r t i n d a l e , 5, LGR; 

Nov. 29, Esq. Lagoon, 3, RS. 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER - Nov. 29, Esq. Lagoon, 2, RS. 
WESTERN SANDPIPER - Nov. 1, Esq. Lagoon, 1, RS. 
PARASITIC JAEGER - Nov. 7, Clover P t . , (1 dk. ph.), VG. 
WESTERN GULL - Nov. 7, C a t t l e P t . , (1 ad.), M & VG; 

Nov. 8, Roberts Bay, (1 ad.), JW & DW. 
RING-BILLED GULL - Nov. 7, T u l i s t a Pk., (1 ad.), JW; 

Nov. 10, Clover P t . , (1 ad.), RS. 
BLACK-HEADED GULL - Nov. 8, Clover P t . , 2, MG; Nov. 10, 

Clover P t . , 1, RS. 
BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE - Nov. 1, Ross Bay, (1 imm.), RS; 
Nov. 8, Clover P t . , (1 ad.), RF; Nov. 24, Riv e r Jordan, 
(1 ad.) M & VG. 
COMMON TERN - Nov. 9, V i c . Harbour, 7, VG; Nov. 16, Esq. 

Lagoon, 7, RS. 
COMMON MURRE - Nov. 25, Peddar Bay, 1, LGR. 
MARBLED MURRELET - Nov. 18, Saanich I n l e t , 4, VG. 
ANCIENT MURRELET - Nov. 2, Clover P t . , 4, RS; Nov, 19, 
C a t t l e P t . , 1, JW; Nov. 25, Clover P t . , 6, VG; Nov. 26, 
Ac t i v e Pass, 2, VG; Nov. 29, Cordova S p i t , 15, MS. 
RHINOCEROS AUKLET - Nov. 7 & 13, Clover P t . , 1, VG; 

Nov. 14, Clover P t . , 28, RS. 
HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus) - Nov. 18, feeder, Langford, 

1, VB, EGC. 

77 

HORNED LARK - Nov. 1, Esq. Lagoon, 1, MM; Nov. 9, 
T u l i s t a Pk., 1, RS. 

SKYLARK - Nov. 29, Sanscha B a l l Park, 16, JW. 
BLUE JAY - Nov. 14, N o r r i s Rd., 1, KD. 
DIPPER - Nov. 2, Goldstream, 1, J & KB. 
ROCK WREN - Nov. 4, Mt. Douglas, 1, TG. 
VARIED THRUSH - Nov. 2, Beacon H i l l Pk., 6, JG. 
HERMIT THRUSH - Nov. 9, Dooley Rd., 1, JW & DW; Nov. 27, 
Van T i l b u r g Cr., 1, VB; Nov. 30, Newport Rd., 1, MW; 
Nov. 30, Goldstream, 2, RS. 
TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE - Nov. 20, Mt. Tolmie, 1, HA. 
NORTHERN SHRIKE - Nov. 1, Hood Lane, 1, RS; Nov. 3 & 24, 
I s . View Beach, 1, JW & DW; Nov. 17, Mt. Tolmie, 1, RS; 
Nov. 25, Hunt & Dooley, 1, JW. 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER - Nov. 6 - 7 , Beach Dr. S, Goodwin, 
1, M & VG; Nov. 18, N. Cowichan Ponds, 5, VG. 
TOWNSEND'S WARBLER - Nov. 11, Duncan, (lm), VG, RS. 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK - Nov. 1, Metchosin G.C., 10, EC; 
Nov. 2, C a t t l e P t . , 1, Mrs. G; Nov. 8, Oak Bay G.C., 9, 
RS; Nov. 20, Mt. Tolmie, 1, HA. 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD - Nov. 15, M a r t i n d a l e , (lm imm.), 

RCMG. 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD - Nov. 24, I s . .View & McHugh, (lm), J.W. 
EVENING GROSBEAK - Nov. 12, B i l l i n g s P t . , (2 p r s . ) , M & VG 
Nov. 17, F a i r f i e l d , 20, J J ; Nov. 23, View Royal, 20, HD; 
Nov. 25, Esq. Lagoon, 25, RS; Nov. 28, Van T i l b u r g Cr., 12 
VB; Nov. 30, T r a n s i t Rd., 20, MW. 
PINE GROSBEAK - Nov. 15, Christmas H i l l , ( I f ) NF; Nov. 24, 

Van T i l b u r g Cr., (2m, 8 f ) , VB. 
GRAY-CROWNED ROSY FINCH - Nov. 18, C a t t l e P t . , 5, TG. 
RED CROSSBILL - Nov. 19, Florence L. Rd,, (3f, 2 imm.), 

G & TB. 
LAPLAND LONGSPUR - Nov. 25, Clover P t . , 1, JW; Nov. 29, 

Esq. Lagoon, (lm), RS. 
SNOW BUNTING - Nov. 2, Henderson & Tolmie, 2, RD. 

This has been the most i n t e r e s t i n g month of the year 
up to now w i t h s e v e r a l r a r i t i e s and unusual s i g h t i n g s . 
The fun s t a r t e d w i t h the Rock Wren on Nov. 4. A few of 
the Tuesday groupers climbed Mt. Douglas from Glendenning. 
I happened to a r r i v e at the parking l o t f i r s t and could 
not b e l i e v e my eyes when I saw the b i r d on the rocks at 
the edge of the l o t . About 12 of us saw i t at that time 
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and we even got s e v e r a l t r i l l s from i t as i t went about 
i t s feeding. When we returned to the bottom, the r e s t 
of the group wanted to see i t so we drove up the road 
and had lunch there. 

The b i r d was found again during lunch so that 
about 30 or more of us saw i t a l t o g e t h e r . On November 
17, Bertha Gow i s sure there were 2 of them. The l a s t 
report I have was Nov. 22 from VG and RS, but the 
b i r d may s t i l l be there. On November 17, Mrs. K. Dobson 
on N o r r i s Rd. phoned to say that she had had a Blue Jay 
around her home sin c e Nov, 14, I drove r i g h t over and 
the f i r s t t h i n g I saw on a r r i v a l was the Blue Jay i n 
a nut t r e e ; on the 20th I took some p i c t u r e s of i t , and 
according to l a s t r e p o r t s from Mrs. Dobson, i t was s t i l l 
around on December 1st. 

On Nov. 5, Ralph Fryer got a rare s i g h t i n g of a 
l o n g - b i l l e d Curlew at Oak Bay Golf Course, feeding 
with B l a c k - b e l l i e d P l o v e r s and Dunlin ; along came a 
Peregrine and then there were none, 

Ann Knowles re p o r t s an A u s t r a l i a n Black Swan on 
the Gorge waters on Nov. 29; she was wi t h Fran. Roberts 
at the time; can anyone shed any l i g h t on t h i s one? 

V i r g i n i a Bartkow has been busy b i r d i n g on her 
property at Van T i l b u r g Crescent, with l o t s of good 
f i n d s , i n c l u d i n g a "hummer", most l i k e l y , but not 
n e c e s s a r i l y , a Rufous. 

The month was not over when we got another r a r i t y , 
t h i s time as Sassenos; a C a t t l e Egret, on Nov. 23. This 
i s the second record f o r B r i t i s h Columbia and str a n g e l y 
enough i s i n the same f i e l d that the f i r s t record came 
from on Nov. 19, 1973. This b i r d was l a s t reported on 
Nov. 26, We have Mr. A r d i e l Wickheim to thank f o r f i n d 
ing t h i s one. 

There are so many good s i g h t i n g s t h i s month i t i s 
hard not to mention them a l l . One i n t e r e s t i n g b i r d 
appeared i n my b i n o c u l a r s on Nov. 27 at the foot of 
Amity D r i v e . I was l o o k i n g over a small f l o c k of Common 
Goldeneye f o r Barrow's when I came upon one male that 
was a Common Goldeneye i n every appearance except i t 
had no white patch on the cheek and, b e l i e v e i t or not, 
a b r i g h t red b i l l . A p o s s i b l e h y b r i d between a Common 
Goldeneye and a Common Merganser? 
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OBSERVERS ( i n order of appearance) 

DW, Dorothy W i l l i a m s ; JW, Jack W i l l i a m s ; LGR, L e i l a 
Roberts; HD, Harry Davidson; VG, V i c Goodwill; MG, 
Peggy Goodwill; RS, Ron S a t t e r f i e l d ; AW, A r d i e l Wick
heim; MM, Michael Meikejohn; TG, Tuesday Group; 
EC, E r i c C o u n s e l l ; JG, Joan Groves; JF, John F i t c h ; 
RF, Ralph Fryer; NF, Norman F a t t ; MS, Mike Shepherd; 
VB, V i r g i n i a Bartkow; EGC, Mr. and Mrs. E.G. Cal l b e c k ; 
KD, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Dobson; J & KB, Josanne & Kevan 
Brehart; MW, Mary Winstone; HA, Harvie Anderson; Mrs. 
G, Mrs. Gregory; RCMG, Rob McKenzie-Grieve; J J , Joyce 
Jensen; G & TB, Gwen & Tom Bri g g s ; RD, R i t a Dixon. 
Thank you one and a l l f o r your wonderful co-operation. 

PENDER ISLAND BIRDING TRIP 
by Dorothy Williams 

On Sunday, November 16, twenty-three 
V i c t o r i a b i r d e r s met at Swartz Bay f o r 
the short f e r r y r i d e to Pender Island,.; 
As the sun was s h i n i n g , most of us 
gathered on deck to see Pigeon Gu i l l e m o t s , 
Red-breasted Mergansers and P e l a g i c 
Cormorants r i d i n g the waves.. 

We were met at Otter Bay by AJlan 
Brooks and s i x of h i s Pender b i r d e r s 
who escorted us around t h e i r island.. ,.r 
Our f i r s t h i k e through t a l l evergreens 

to a h i l l t o p on McKinnon P t . gave us a panorama o,f Port 
Washington. We v i s i t e d Clam Bay where we found Thayer's 
G u l l s on the wharf. On a pond near Thieves Cove we saw 
a f l o c k of 8 Hooded Mergansers,while at the Cove there 
was a b e a u t i f u l f l o c k of 18 Common Mergansers. This was 
a l o v e l y spot f o r lunch where we could watch the 
f r e i g h t e r s moving through A c t i v e Pass. 
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At the home of A l l a n and Betty Brooks on South Pender 
we d i v i d e d our party. A few stayed to i n v e s t i g a t e the 
woods there w h i l e Betty Brooks and Mary Roddick l e d us 
up a rocky path to Blunden P t . A strange change i n 
vegetation took place as we progressed from the r a i n y 
s i d e where there were heavy mosses and ferns to the 
dry and windy sid e w i t h c a c t i and l i c h e n s . We even found 
many sea u r c h i n s ' s h e l l s deposited on the high rocks 
by the g u l l s . 

While we were gazing at Blunden I s l a n d from the 
f a r t h e s t point of our h i k e , the r a i n s t a r t e d so we 
scrambled back over the rocks to the Brooks' home f o r 
tea and cakes. 

Our score f o r the day was a modest 34 s p e c i e s , but 
everyone agreed i t had been a most s u c c e s s f u l day. 

SHEDDING SOME LIGHT ON LIGHT 

Turn on an e l e c t r i c l i g h t bulb and the room seems 
suddenly flooded with l i g h t . The event takes place so 
q u i c k l y that i t seems instantaneous. But, w i t h the 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d , p r e c i s i o n instruments required to measure 
such t h i n g s , i t would be found that the l i g h t a c t u a l l y 
reached the w a l l s of the room s l i g h t l y a f t e r the l i g h t 
bulb i t s e l f become i l l u m i n a t e d . 

So l i g h t does t r a v e l , and i t t r a v e l s very f a s t -
about 186,000 miles per second. Such speed can only be 
f u l l y comprehended when a p p l i e d to the awesome distances 
of i n t e r s t e l l a r space. 

For example, astronomers use the speed of l i g h t 
to reduce the f i g u r e s r e p r e s e n t i n g the distances i n 
space to manageable p r o p o r t i o n s . By t a k i n g the d i s t a n c e 
that a ray of l i g h t t r a v e l s i n one year, and r e f e r r i n g 
to that d i s t a n c e as a l i g h t year i n s t e a d of the f i g u r e 
representing the a c t u a l d i s t a n c e t r a v e l l e d - 600,000,¬
000,000 miles - they save a l o t of wear and tear on 
zeros. 
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But what do such f i g u r e s mean? How can they be 
made meaningful and comprehensible i n terms of ordinary 
human concepts of speed and time? 

Try t h i s : i f the Sun, our nearest s t a r , suddenly 
stopped burning f o r some unexplained reason, i t would 
take about 8 minutes before we here on earth r e a l i z e d 
what had happened. Eight minutes i s the length of time 
required f o r a ray of l i g h t to t r a v e l from the Sun to 
the E a r t h , at 186,000 miles per second. 

Going f u r t h e r a f i e l d , to our next nearest s t a r -
Alpha Centauri - 4.3 l i g h t years away, the l i g h t that 
represents i t s p o s i t i o n i n the sky at n i g h t now, l e f t 
the s t a r i n the summer of 1971. 

But these are comparatively m i n i s c u l e times and 
distances i n the immensity of space. I f we jump to two 
other s t a r s , f a m i l i a r and e a s i l y i d e n t i f i e d s t a r s , we 
begin to comprehend the magnitude of the distances 
involved and the almost unimaginable speed w i t h which 
l i g h t bridges these d i s t a n c e s . F i r s t , there i s P o l a r i s -
our f a m i l i a r Pole Star - then R i g e l - a l a r g e blue-white 
s t a r i n the l e f t foot of Orion The Hunter, a prominent 
winter c o n s t e l l a t i o n i n the northern Hemisphere. P o l a r i s 
i s 460 l i g h t years from Earth and R i g e l , 483. In a 
h i s t o r i c context the l i g h t by which we see P o l a r i s these 
n i g h t s l e f t the s t a r i n 1515 and that from R i g e l , i n 
the year Columbus discovered America. 

Since a l o t can happen i n 500 years, and since most 
of those heavenly objects which grace our night skys are 
at l e a s t , i f not more, that 500 l i g h t years away, one 
could not be blamed f o r wondering o c c a s i o n a l l y j u s t how 
much i s s t i l l r e a l l y out there. 

(By the Editor with profound apologies to a l l astronomers 
and The World Book EncyolopeadiaJ 



- S P E C I A L -

AUDUBON F I L M WIGHT 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 
This precious stone set in a silver sea, 
Which serves it in the office of a wall, 
Or as a moat defensive to a house, 
Against the envy of less happier lands, 
This blessed plot, 

THIS EARTH, THIS LAW, THIS ENGLAND 

+ + + + + 

A S P E C I A L SHOWING 

WIS CUES LYOMS F ILM 

Saturday, Jan. 31 - 8:00 p.m., Newcombe Auditorium 
(One showing only) 

+ + + + + 

SEE - The Na t u r a l H i s t o r y 
and 

H i s t o r i c Pageantry 
of 

ENGLAND 

The Fames Islands 
The Gannets of Bass Rocks 
Slimbridge, Stonehenge 
and the Changing of the Guards 

GENERAL ADMISSION 
Golden Age, Students and C h i l d r e n 

$2.00 
$1.00 
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KIDS COUNTRY 

Here i s a cross-word puzzle from a 1953 N a t u r a l i s t . 
A f t e r you've done t h i s one, why not s i t down and make 
one up y o u r s e l f and send i t i n to the N a t u r a l i s t . 

CLUES 

ACROSS: DOWN 
1. A u s t r a l i a n b i r d (pet) 1. Easter symbo 
2. A number 12. Water b i r d 
3. Growth on your toe 13. F i s h i n g t o o l 
4. Sighing noise 14. Frozen r a i n 
5. Cone-bearing tree 15. Number 
6. You 16. And so f o r t h 
7. B i t i n g i n s e c t 17. Not him 
8. Idea 18. Not o f f 
9. Middle 19. Top l i m i t 

10. Mud 20. Hold 
11. Smal1 j ump 21. Same as 17 

(Answers i n February) 
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JANUARY PROGRAMME 

ADULTS: 
Tues. Jan. 13 
General Meeting - 8:00 p.m., Newcombe Auditorium. 
Speaker: Fran Benton 
Topic: E x p l o r i n g New Zealand - Land of the Long 

White Cloud 
Sat. Jan. 17 
Ornithology, Martindale and I s l a n d View Area. 
Leader: Jack Williams 
Meet: Mayfair Lanes - 9:00 a.m. or Martindale 

and Welch Roads, at 9:30 a.m. Br i n g Lunch. 

JUNIORS: 
Sat. Jan. 3 
Mount Douglas. 
D r i v e r s : Askey and Hyggen. 
Meet: 1:30 p.m., Mayfair Lanes. 
Sat. Jan. 17 
Society D i s p l a y , H i l l s i d e M a l l . 
G a i l R u s s e l l w i l l be c o n t a c t i n g you. 
Sat. Jan. 31 
Arbutus Ridge, Goldstream. 
D r i v e r s : S i n c l a i r and Whittaker. 
Meet: 1:30 p.m., Mayfair Lanes. 

INTERMEDIATES: 
Sat. Jan. 17 
Clover P o i n t , 8 p.m. An e x c i t i n g evening i n the t i d e 
pools. Wear warm c l o t h i n g , rubber boots and b r i n g a 
f l a s h l i g h t . 
For more d e t a i l s , contact Jenny S i n g l e t o n - 658-5678. 

AUDUBON FILMS 
SAT. JAN. 31 - S p e c i a l : Ches Lyons. "This E a r t h , This 

Land, This England". - f o r d e t a i l s see 
page 82. 

FEB. 6 & 7 - John Bulger and Wild Scandinavia. 
( F r i . & Sat.) 8:00 p.m., Newcombe Auditorium. 

COORDINATORS 

PROGRAMME: 
Stephen R.Mitchell 4321 Majestic Dr. 

THE VICTORIA NATURALIST: 
Harold Hosford 303 Daniel PI. 

UNIVERSITY LIAISON: 
Dr. Alan P. Austin 4671 Spring Rd. 

FEDERATION OF B.C. NATURALISTS: 
David Stirling 

AUDUBON FILMS: 
Miss Anne Adamson 

JUNIOR NATURALISTS: 
Mrs. Gail Mitchell 

LIBRARIAN: 
A.R. Davidson 

3500 Salisbury Way 

1587 Clive Dr. 

4321 Majestic Dr. 

2144 Brighton Ave. 

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM: 
Eric M. Counsell 1005 - 647 Michigan 

RESEARCH: 
Rick H. Harcombe 

ORNITHOLOGY: 
Jack E. Williams 

BOTANY: 
Stephen R. Mitchell 

461 Sparton 

9667 - 5th St., Sidney 

4321 Majestic Dr. 

477-9248 

478-5794 

479-7889 

385-4223 

598-1623 

477-9248 

598-3088 

386-3989 

479-4958 

656-1484 

477-9248 




